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EAST HARTFORD — Police arrested two men Mon-
day in connection with aDecember burglary at the Bur-
lington Coat Factory on Silver Lane and the theft of
about $45,000.

Raul Robles, 24, of 755 Wethersfield Ave., Hartford,

and Philip Garcia, 34, of
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$250,000 bail. Their ar-

raignments are scheduled for May 31 in Superior Court
in Manchester.

Both men were charged with first-degree larceny,
first-degree burglary, conspiracy to commit first-
degree larceny and conspiracy to commit first-degree
burglary.

Police said they were called to the store a couple of
minutes before midnight Dec. 15 after a burglary alarin
went off. Police checked the entrances to the store and
determined there wasno break-in. About an hourlate:,
another alarm sounded and police went back and
checked the entrances again, but found nothing.

A store representative, who had a key for the build-
ing and was called after the second alarm, let police ir1-
vestigators inside the store. i
Investigators found evidence of a break-in and an of
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fice had been ransacked. Paper
and baskets had been thrown to
the floor. A safe was found open
and empty cash drawers also
were on lying on the floor.

" Police theorized the burglary
and theft had been an inside job.
Investigators later listened to a

tape-recording made by the store’

security system, which was acti-
vated when the alarm went off. Po-
lice said store employees identi-

fied aformer emplcyee, who could
be heard on the recording; talking
to Robles and Gar:zia while they
were in the office. :

Police said Douglas Garofalo,
25, of 33 Runde Laze, Bloemfield,
the former employee, could be
heard giving the combination
numbers to the safe: to Robles and
Garcia, who broke into the office.

Police said they obtained a war-
rant for Garofalo’s telephone rec-
ords and determined that he was
talking to Robles and Garcia at the
time of the burglary and theft.

Garofalo was arrested in Febru-
aryand is awaiting trial.

Contact Dan Uhlinger at
duhlinger@courant com.



